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Dear Parent /Carers. 
 
We are delighted to let you know that the Winter Fair 
raised just over £1,600! Thank you very much to all the 
parents and carers that are a part of Sebright Parents’ As-
sociation and make occasions like this such a success! Ad-
ditionally, thank you to all who attended and supported 
this event! The children had a brilliant time.  
 
The winter performances were a fantastic success. We are 
very proud of all our students and staff for all the efforts 
put into these events. Thank you for supporting them and 
donating to St Joseph’s Hospice once again .  
 
Over the holidays, we know the children need an op-
portunity to rest and relax. Amongst the family time and 
fun , please do fit in daily reading and support with math-
ematics (ie number bonds, times tables etc). Children will 
continue to have access to the website and can log into IXL, 
Times Table Rockstars, Purple Mash and LGFL.  
 
As 2019 comes to a close and we’re reflecting on the year, 
we’ve encouraged children to think of Acts of Kindness 
that they can do to positively affect those around them. 
Please continue to encourage this throughout the holidays.  
 
We hope you have a brilliant holiday and come back rest-
ed and ready for all 2020 has to offer. See you Monday 6th 
January 2020!  
 
Best wishes, 
 
Mr Greeen  
 
 

 
16.01.20 
Year 1 trip to Science Museum 
 
22.01.20 
Year 6 Hackney Library—Junior Citizenship Scheme 
 
28.01.20 
Year 1 trip to London Zoo 
 
30.01.20 
Class 5L trip to Tower Bridge 
 
06.02.20 
Year 3 trip to British Museum 
 
12.02.20 
Year 2 trip to Tower of London 
 
17.02.20 to 21.02.20 Spring Half-Term 

 
24.02.20 to 28.02.20 Year 5 Residential Trip 
(Gilwell Park) 
 
05.03.20 
Year 5 trip to Royal Courts of Justice 
 
Monday 09.03.20 — PARENTS DAY 
 
13.03.20 
Class 5P trip to Tower Bridge 
 
31.03.20 
Year 6 Ben Kinsella Workshop 
 
02.04.20 
Year 3 trip to House of Illustration 
 
FRIDAY 03.04.20  
END OF SPRING TERM 2020 
 
MONDAY 20.04.20  
RETURN TO SCHOOL TO BEGIN SUMMER 
TERM 2020 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2F0%2F0e%2FThe_Guardian.svg%2F1280px-The_Guardian.svg.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFile%3AThe_Guardian.svg&docid=bDj1Ub7j94fR
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2F0%2F0e%2FThe_Guardian.svg%2F1280px-The_Guardian.svg.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFile%3AThe_Guardian.svg&docid=bDj1Ub7j94fR


 

Pyjama Day 

 

 

WOW! Would you like to come to school in your PJ’s? Because WE 

DID! Reception loved pyjama day in school, we had a cosy day 

of reading stories and cooking! Reception worked as a team to 

create Rice Krispy treats. We wrote a list of instructions and re-

membered all the important rules for hygiene and team work, 

like washing hands, sharing and waiting your turn. The best 

part of it all was eating the goodies after school!  

LABURNUM BOAT CLUB 

 

Our topic this term is TRANSPORT. We really enjoyed the story 

Mr Gumpy’s Outing. We enjoyed the story so much that our 

teachers organised a trip to Laburnum Boat Club. We ex-

plored the grounds observing the canal and sitting in the 

kayaks to practise rowing. WE EVEN HAD A CHANCE TO STEP 

ONTO ONE OF THE LABURNUM BOATS. Did you know that 

some people can live on boats? GREAT FUN! 

Stories come alive in EYFS! 

 

‘Leah Tells A Story’ visited EYFS and we switched our imagination 

on and to help her tell the story of ‘Stickman’. We loved the props 

and atmosphere … it even snowed in class! We were so inspired 

that we created our own Stick characters to re-tell the story.  

 



 

As you may know, last academic year the current year 4 pupils 

took part in The Year 3 Tate Project, which was created by the 

artist Steve McQueen.These are the beautiful pictures of class 4S 

and 4BA that were shared at the very special exhibition at the 

Tate Britain.  

Year 4 visited the October Gallery and explored the work 

of Santos Motoapohua de la Torre, Jordan Ann Craig, Gonzalo 

Hernandez Carrillo and Antonio López Pinedo. Children and 

curators opened an interesting conversation around patterns, 

forms and other cultures. The artwork we looked at is historical-

ly originating from the southern part of the mountain 

chain, Cordillera, along the western side of the Americas, from 

northern New Mexico down to Guadalajara, Mexico. 



 

We have had a fantastic first term in Year 1. We are 

enjoying working more independently on tasks that 

allow use to problem solve and be creative. We have 

also been taking pictures of each other when we are 

proud of our work.  

 

Year 1 loved being part of the school nativity and 

want to say thank you to all the friends and family 

that came to support us. We are all feeling like really 

really deep-a-sleepy sheep as the end of term ap-

proaches. .  

 



 

 

This term Year 3 have been learning about Animals and Humans 

in Science.  Year 3 have learnt common and scientific names of 

bones.  During one of the lessons, children made their own skeleton 

using only black card, some chalk and split pins. 

 
 

For CC Year 3 have been learning about Resources from The Ama-

zon Rainforest, negative and positive human impact as well as 

Fairtrade and sustainability. Year 3 took a trip to London Fields 

where children compared local trees and plants to Plant life that 

they saw at Kew Gardens.  During this trip Year 3 discovered a mo-

saic bench that was made with the help of Year 5 Sebright children 

in 1987.  It was very exciting to see a direct piece of Sebright histo-

ry! 

 

 
 

Year 3 have been using ICT for a variety of purposes such as, improving 

their fluency in arithmetic, typing skills, as well as learning how to re-

search using the internet and then create leaflets and non-chronological 

reports.   

 

We also attended the local library and the children enjoyed borrowing 

books and read them earnestly at school.  We would like to encourage for 

all children to join the library and have a sense of ownership and respon-

sibility that comes with choosing a book and the skill of borrowing and 

returning. 

 

Year 3 have been practising songs for the year 3 and 4 Christmas carol. 

They have been very motivated and excited to practice in their own time 

too.  They all sound wonderful! 



 



 

SCIENCE 
In science lessons we have learnt about the human body. We investigated the circulatory system, focusing on the 
heart, lungs and blood vessels before examining how nutrients, oxygen and water are transported around our whole 
bodies. Two highlights from our learning were the trip to BodyWorlds (so breath-taking to see the close up detail of 
the human body underneath the skin!) and dissecting a lamb’s heart. 

    

   
 

Art 
In our art sessions we have been focusing on sketching skills particularly the use of shade and tone in our sketches. 
The artist Pierre-Yeves Riveau was a great inspiration and we drew urban landscapes symbolised in the core of an 
eaten apple. 

 
 

CC 

Our geography learning has taught us fantastic mapping skills and we have explored both the physical and 
human features of the UK and Europe. Topographical features and hours of daylight in Spain and Iceland 
can be seen in our comparative posters, which are now on display for all of KS2 to enjoy. 

 

  

Literacy 

This term we have become journalists and newspaper reporters – particularly 
engaging with the topic of climate change. Greta Thunberg was the focal 

point of our reporting. We investigated who she is, what she believes in and 
what she has inspired millions of young people to do around the world. Here 

are some of our published pieces from our journalism. 



-Spanish phrase of the term:  

“FELIZ NAVIDAD Y PRÓSPERO AÑO NUEVO! = Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year! 

-Y5 learnt how to speak about the family in Spanish 

Year 4 pupils have been learning the family members in Spanish. 

They can name them all and they can also speak about their fam-

ily using the determiner “the” and the possessive determiners “my, 

your” in Spanish. Pupils had a great time playing different games 

and now they can make and write sentences talking about their 

own family in Spanish. 

-Y6 pupils in a Y7 Spanish lesson at City Academy:  

Some Year 6 pupils visited the City Academy Shoreditch Park and 

observed a Year 7 Spanish lesson. It was a great opportunity for 

our Year 6 pupils to get to know what Spanish is like in Secondary 

school and to work alongside Year 7 pupils. They had a great time 

working together, helping each other and sharing their experienc-

es and impressions. Our Spanish champions blended in really well 

with the City Academy pupils and even beat them in some of the 

Spanish challenges. 

Spanish speaking world & arts KS2 assembly 

At Sebright, we are experts on the Spanish-speaking world and its 

artistic heritage. We discussed the name of the Spanish speaking 

countries, how Spanish spread across the world and also some         

cultural highlights of Spain. We learned that Spanish is the second 

most spoken language in the world and the work of some of the 

most famous artists from Spanish speaking countries, like Salvador 

Dali or Frida Khalo, Gaudi and the Sagrada familia, Picasso and 

the Guernica and Cervantes and El Quijote. 

 

Spanish Champions talking about anti bullying week: 

2019’s anti-bullying week was in November. Our Spanish champi-

ons watched a short film in Spanish about bullying (“acoso esco-

lar”) and then shared their views. They spoke about their own ex-

periences around being bullied or bullying based on the Spanish 

children from the film.  

Reception introducing themselves to their classmates in Spanish 

After learning how to introduce themselves in Spanish, Reception 

can say “My name is…” and ask “what’s your name?”. They really 

enjoy playing games and a role play in which they had to intro-

duce themselves to each other. 

Y5 learnt how to speak about the family in Spanish 

We try hard to speak as much Spanish as possible in our school. 

This term Y4 pupils worked on using Spanish with their teachers 

and their classmates to follow instructions and to talk to each 

other. Pupils had a great time playing bingo and may other 

games while learning. 



Nursery Class Newsletter Autumn 2 

 

This half-term has been so much fun. Children in Nursery class 

have learnt so much interesting things through our weekly top-

ics. 

We also met some new friends from the Children Centre and cele-

brated many special events. 

 

Week 8: Halloween  

 

This is one of children’s favourite topics. They loved dressing-up 

as scary monsters, making pumpkins, reading spooky stories and 

singing some Halloween number songs. 

Week 10: “Journey” by Aaron Becker 

 

This story without words encourage children to use their imagina-

tion to tell the story of this little girl who goes on a big adventure 

in an imaginary world. We focussed on speaking with full sentenc-

es using the colourful semantic strategy and it was evident that 

children are getting more and more confident to contribute dur-

ing circle time. 

During this week, we also played some team bonding games in the 

hall. 

Week 10: “Journey” by Aaron Becker 

 

This story without words encourage children to use their imagina-

tion to tell the story of this little girl who goes on a big adventure 

in an imaginary world. We focussed on speaking with full sentences 

using the colourful semantic strategy and it was evident that chil-

dren are getting more and more confident to contribute during 

circle time. 

Week 11: Transport 

 

Following the story from last week, children wanted to learn more 

about different transport so we just did that. We spoke about land, 

water and air transports and learnt how to describe them in order 

to guess what they were. 

Children enjoyed playing traffic jam games and pretending to be 

in a rocket flying to the moon.  



Week 12: “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” by Eric Carl 

 

We explored this brilliant story, learning about healthy food, 

the days of the week, counting and the life cycle of a caterpillar.  

We also had our pyjama day and children looked so super cute. 

The last 3 weeks of the term: Christmas Celebration 

 

The busiest three weeks of the year.  

What is Christmas? Why do we celebrate Christmas in England? Who is Santa? 

How do we celebrate? 

We explored this topic in details. We decorated the class, prepared and con-

tributed to a wonderful Nativity Show. We had a Christmas jumper day and 

the school winter fair. Some children met Santa in the Grotto. We have had a 

delicious Christmas lunch and Leah the storyteller came to bring the “Stick 

Man” story to life in front of our eyes. It was amazing. 

Then we performed and we couldn’t be any prouder of our nursery children. 

They were absolutely brilliant. Well done to all for your hard work and  Do 

not forget, 

 

We are still doing our daily phonic sessions, learning Spanish and a bit of 

French, as well as using the computers in the ICT suite.  

 



 

CHRISTMAS PRODUCTION 
 

 
During the last few weeks, the two Year 5 groups have been spending lots of effort and time to 

rehearse for their Christmas performance. The children have treated this play as if it was a 
professional production. They have taken on different characters, prepared auditions and have 
been relentlessly working to make an outstanding performance for their audience.  
 
In this drama-based learning, Year 5 have prepared songs solos, whole class signing scenes, 
dances and lots of acting scenes to tell a story in a dramatical performance. 
 

Our play, ‘What a Knight’, tells the story of two underdog heroes helping to save the day when 
problems arise in Camelot as the evil ‘Black Knight’ tries to take the crown. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CC 
 

In CC we focused on Volcanoes, using different art techniques to represent the inside parts of a volca-
no. We have also learned about the different layers of the Earth and made art work to show it in our 

‘Intrepid Explorers’ display.  
 

We compared the areas where volcanoes are mainly found. We studied the Ring of Fire, which includes 
75% of the world’s volcanoes and has 90% of its earthquakes. We learned how volcanoes originate, and 

looked at famous cases of historic volcano eruptions, such as when Mount Vesuvius caused the de-

struction of Pompeii. 
 
 

 
 

TRIP TO TWICKENHAM  
The Varsity match between Oxford vs Cambridge. In the first half, Oxford were winning 5-3. But then, in 
the second half there was an epic comeback from Cambridge who won 5-8 in the final minutes with a 

marvellous touch-down! 
  

“The trip was amazing.” 
  

“It was very exciting because of the change of score.” 
  

“It was such a wonderful experience.                                                 It was a first time I 
was in a real stadium.” 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

MEDICAL APPOINTMENT 
 

 
If your child has to have a medical or dental appointment in school 
time please do your best to arrange it after 2PM and then your child 

can receive their registration mark for the afternoon. If it needs to be a 
morning appointment please try and bring them to school first to get 

their mark and then return them to school afterwards. 
 

Every half-day absence from school has to be classified by the school 
as either AUTHORISED or UNAUTHORISED. This is why information 

about the cause of any absence is always required.  
 

Authorised absences are mornings or afternoons away from 
school for a good reason like: illness (where a child is too ill to attend 

school for good  reason) medical/dental appointments which                   
unavoidably fall in school time, emergencies or other  

unavoidable causes. 
 

Unauthorised absences are those which the school does not         
consider reasonable and for which no ‘leave’ has been given. This 

type of absence can lead to the Hackney Learning Trust using sanc-
tions and/or legal proceedings. 

 To encourage your child to 
have positive feelings 
about school become                

involved - ask them about 
their day!! 

HOLIDAY FACTS 

There are 190 statutory school days in one year.                   
 That means there are 175 days (weekends and school holidays)  

available to use for holidays. 

There is no automatic entitlement in law to time off in school time to 
go on holiday. 

Head Teachers cannot authorise any leave in term time unless there 
are exceptional circumstances. 

Any period taken without agreement of the school, or in excess of 
that agreement, will be classified as unauthorised and may attract 

a Penalty Notice. 

A 2 week holiday in school times means your child has approximately 
50 hours of missed work to catch up on. 


